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Research resume 
 
James Bainbridge is Professor of Retinal Studies at UCL and Consultant Retinal Surgeon at Moorfields Eye 
Hospital London. As a surgeon-scientist the aim of his work is to help prevent vision loss using translational 
research to develop effective new treatments for eye diseases. His programme of research extends from the 
laboratory investigation of mechanisms of retinal disease in experimental models, through preclinical 
development of novel therapies, to clinical trials of new medical and surgical interventions. He leads a 
research team at UCL Institute of Ophthalmology in London and has established extensive academic, clinical 
and commercial partnerships nationally and internationally. He has published more than 50 scientific papers 
in peer-reviewed journals and attracted more than £4M in grant funding. I have given 27 invited lectures 
internationally and 30 invited lectures in the UK. In 2007 He performed the first human gene replacement 
surgery for inherited blindness. The first results demonstrate that this new approach can improve vision in a 
condition previously untreatable (Bainbridge et al. N Engl J Med. 2008). These findings offer for the first time 
real hope for people with inherited retinal disease, and pave the way for treatment of a range of similar 
conditions.  


