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Research and Professional Experience
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11/2004- 10/2005
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Honors

April 1988

Predoctoral Fellow, Institute of Anatomy, University of Padua, Italy, Supervisor: Prof.
M. Bortolussi

Degree in Biology (Laurea), Summa cum laude

PhD student, Institute of Histology and Embryology, University of Padua, Italy;
Supervisors: Profs. D. Volpin and G. M. Bressan

Ph.D. in Morphogenetic and Cytological Sciences

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Genetics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA;
Supervisor: Prof. Clifford J. Tabin

Researcher, Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine (TIGEM), Milan, Italy;
Director: Prof. A. Ballabio

Group Leader, Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine (TIGEM), Naples, Italy;
Director: Prof. A. Ballabio

Supervisor of the RNA In Situ Hybridization Core, TIGEM, Naples, Italy

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of “The Vision of Children Foundation” (San
Diego, CA)

Member of the New York Academy of Sciences.

Associate Professor of Molecular Biology at Department of Biomedical Sciences
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy

Member of the Editorial Board of the journal “Pigment Cell & Melanoma Research”

Award: Centro Regionale Specializzato per la Epidemiologia e la Prevenzione

dell’ Arteriosclerosi (University of Padua)

Fellowships

03/1993 — 08/1994: Borsa di Studio per Attivita di Perfezionamento all'Estero (University of Padua, Italy) at
the Department of Genetics, Harvard Medical School, (USA) in the laboratory of Prof. Clifford J. Tabin.

07 —09/1998: Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) at the Institute of Genetics, GSF-Neuherberg
(Germany) in the laboratory of Prof. Jochen Graw.



03/2003: EMBO Short term Fellowship at Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, University of Toronto,
Canada in the laboratory of Dr. Derek van der Kooy.

Grants

* Fondazione Telethon, numero T02 (Luglio 2000 — Giugno 2003)

* Fondazione Telethon, numero TO03 (Luglio 2000 — Giugno 2003)

* Vision of Children Foundation (Giugno 2001 — Maggio 2004)

* March of Dimes #1-FY01-117 (Giugno 2001 — Maggio 2004)

* Fondazione Telethon (Luglio 2003 — Giugno 2006)

* Co-PIin NIH grant 1IRO1EY015136-01 (Ottobre 2003 — Settembre 2008)

* European Retinal Research Training Network RET-NET MRTN-CT-2003-504003 (Gennaio 2004 —
Dicembre 2007)

* VI European framework IP, EVI-GENORET LSHG-CT-2005-512036 (Aprile 2005 - Marzo 2008)

* Progetti di cooperazione scientifica e tecnologica - Accordo Italia-USA, RBINO42ARX (2006-2009)

* Fondazione Telethon GGP06096 (Novembre 2006 - Ottobre 2009)

e COFIN PRIN 2006053302_003 (2007-2008)

Invited speaker at:

e “Santa Cruz Summer Conference: Developmental Biology” July 1996, title: “Hedgehog signaling”

* Biotech Company Ontogeny (Boston, USA) October 1996, title: “The Sonic hedgehog signaling
pathway”

e “Pediatric Academic Society Meeting”, Washington, USA May 1997, title: “The Sonic hedgehog
signaling pathway in development and human diseases”

* “European Society of Human Genetics”, Genoa May 1997, title: “The Sonic hedgehog signaling
pathway in development and human diseases “

e “XIV International Congress of Eye Research” Santa Fe, USA October 2000 title: “Study of RP
pathogenesis by regulation of P23H rhodopsin allele expression”

* “The Association for research in Vison and Ophthalmology”, Fort Lauderdale, USA May 2001; title:
“A mouse model for Ocular albinism type 1 (OA1)”

*  “Concerted Action of the European Union, New therapeutic approaches in hereditary eye disease-from
gene to cure”, Prague, Czech Rep. July 2001; title: “Animal models of eye diseases for pathogenetic
studies and phenotype rescue attempts”

* “European Society for Pigment Cell Research”, Rome September 2001; title: “The mouse model for
Ocular albinism type 1 (OA1) as a tool to study OA1 function and to develop therapeutic approaches”

* University of Genoa April 2002; title: “The mouse model for Ocular albinism type 1 (OA1) as a tool to
study OA1 function”

* University of Geneva; October 2002; title: “The mouse model for Ocular albinism type 1 (OAl) as a
tool to study OA1 function and to develop therapeutic approaches”

e “I5th IIGB meeting From Genome Sequence to Functional Analysis and Medical Applications”
October 2002; title: “Human chromosome 21 gene expression atlas in the mouse”

* Functional genomics and disease”, Prague, Czech Rep. May 2003; title: “Human chromosome 21 gene
expression atlas in the mouse”

*  University of Padua June 2003; title: “Atlante dei geni del cromosoma 21 umano”

* University of Modena April 2004; title: “Albinismo oculare di tipo 1: identificazione degli elementi
regolatori che conferiscono tessuto specificita pre approcci terapeutici”

* The Scripps Research Institute, San Diego, USA August 2004; title: "Function and regulation of the
OAI gene"

* Jules Stein Eye Institute UCLA School of Medicine Los Angeles, USA, August 2004; title: "Function
and regulation of the OA1 gene"



* Department of Human Genetics, UCLA School of Medicine Los Angeles, USA 9 August 2004; title:
“Large scale RNA in situ hybridization as a tool for functional studies of human diseases”

e “17th IGB meeting The Biology and development of the Eye in health and Disease” Capri, October
2004; title: “Morpholino correction of a retinal pigment epithelium defect”

* “The Association for research in Vision and Ophthalmology”, Fort Lauderdale, USA May 2005; title:
“Functional studies of mutations found in PRPF3 pre-mRNA splicing factor causino RP18”

* 13th meeting of the European Society for Pigment cell research, ESPCR06” Barcelona, Spain; title:
“Albinism as a defect of melanosome number and maturation and not of melanin production: a lesson
from the OA1 gene”

e “EVER 20067, Faro, Portugal October 2006; title: “Stem cell differentiation: the importance of
functional genomics”

* “International Congress of Eye Research”, Buenos Aires, Argentina November 2006; title: “Defect of
melanosome number and maturation and not of melanin production as a cause of albinism: a lesson
from the OA1 gene”.

* EVI-GENORET Symposium “Models, mechanisms and treatment strategies for retinal degeneration”
Paris, October 2007; title: “Cross-talk between AIF and caspase-12 in retinal degeneration mouse
models”.

* “European Vision Summit 20077, Interlaken, CH, December 2007; title: “Common apoptotic
mechanisms in different forms of retinits pigmentosa’.

Chairman at:

* “Transgenic models of inducible disease” International Congress of Eye Research. October 2000 Santa
Fe, New Mexico, USA.

* “Animal models of retinal disease I” Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO),
May 2001 Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA.
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